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Essay title and author 

What is the author's purpose in this essay? To inform? To persuade? To entertain? Explain.

Identify then summarize (in your own words) the thesis or central claim (or argument) of the text: 

Cite a passage that illustrates the author's thesis or central claim and discuss it.

Describe the essay's tone: What particular words and phrases reveal the essay's tone? 



Cite additional text that develops / supports / illustrates the writer's purpose. Point out specific pas-
sages, lines, words, and phrases.

What other features or ideas did you find remarkable or engaging about this essay? Explain.

How does this essay connect with other reading you've done, observations you've made, or experi-
ences you've had?

Describe the audience for this essay. How do you know?
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